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voting by communes, each State being given its proper ethnical
share of the province. This finding did away with the idea of
allocating the territory as a whole to Germany. Among the rumours
that had led to the Korfanty rising of 1921 was one which alleged
that if there was a division Poland would get only the southern
districts of Rybnik and Pszczyna (Pless), while the extremely
valuable industrial part, sometimes called the "Industrial
Triangle," went to Germany. The Poles protested that they were
entitled to the greater part of the Triangle—the name was derived
from the fact that the towns of Beuthen, Gleiwitz and Katowice
stood at three angles of the industrial region.
Upper Silesia was the outstanding feature of the Conference
of Paris, August 8-13, 1921, with the opposed policies of France
and England very much in evidence, the result being a deadlock,
which was broken only on the last day of the conference by the
adoption of the Italian suggestion that the question of the frontier
should be referred to the Council of the League under Article
u, paragraph 2, of the Covenant for a recommendation—not
a decision, though that was what was meant, for, as it presently
came out, the Allied Governments had solemnly undertaken
to accept the solution recommended by the Council. Ishii, Acting
President of the Council, convened it for August 29, 1921, and
on September i the Council decided to entrust the preliminary
examination of the question to four of its members who had
no bias or special interest in the matter: the representatives of
Brazil, China, Spain and Belgium, who proceeded to take evidence,
not from official representatives of either Poland or Germany,
but from delegations of miners, masters and others whether
Poles or Germans from the disputed area. Weeks before the investi-
gation came to an end a Ministerial crisis occurred in Poland.
GRAVE FINANCIAL SITUATION
In addition to the questions of Upper Silesia and Vilna the Witos
Government was materially weakened by the increasing gravity
of the financial situation. In July it took 2,000 Polish marks to
buy one dollar. Steczkowski, the Finance Minister, had thought
of obtaining a large internal loan from the great landowners in

